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A right ______________________ to Opposition 

Nehemiah 4:13-23; Ephesians 6:12 
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Opposition 
November 3 & 4  //  Justin Goheen 



REFLECTIONS: Whether you’re using SPCC’s reading plan or a different one, 

think about your time hearing and responding to Jesus this week. In your conversa-

tions with Him, describe one thing you felt Him speaking to you about. 

SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTION:  Did God impress anything on your heart 
through Justin’s message? Do you have any questions? 

TIME WITH GOD: If you don’t currently having a Bible reading plan, you can    
download “Our Time with God” at spcc.tv/resources 



The enemies of the Jews 

grew rapidly. They were 

upset by the progress of the 

work. So, the enemies joined 

together and plotted to 

attack Jerusalem. Sanballat, 

Tobiah, the Arabs, 

Ammonites, and Asdodites 

comprised the four 

neighboring provinces of the 

Persian empire. The plot 

against Nehemiah was 

contrived by all his 

neighbors, a grave situation 

indeed. Judah was totally 

isolated, cut off from the 

caravan routes from South 

Arabia and from the 

Mediterranean to the 

west...It was indeed a 

dangerous situation. It was a 

time of great uncertainty. 

The enemies could attack at 

any moment. Nehemiah was 

facing a crisis among his own 

people. This was the right 

moment for the enemies to 

spread fresh rumors and to 

dishearten the workers to 

such an extent that the work 

would stop.—Charles 

Fensham, New International 

Commentary 

MY PERSPECTIVE: Have you ever started a project and 
encountered an “uh oh” moment when everything went 
wrong? Describe.  

 

 

 

 

We may not face opposition like Nehemiah did, but we do 
have a powerful enemy (Eph. 6:12) who aims to discourage 
us, causing us to distrust God’s goodness. 

DIGGING DEEPER: Read the following verses: Romans 
8:20-23; 2 Corinthians 4:7-18; Philippians 1:29-30; 1 Peter 
4:1-2, 12-19. Describe what these verses teach us about 
hardship in a believer’s life. Is there a truth about hardship 
that’s challenging for you? Why? 

Read 1 Peter 1:6-7 & James 1:2-4, 12. Our response to 
opposition/challenge can reveal what we truly believe about 
the Christian life. Describe a time when a difficulty revealed 
your lack of trust in God. What true thing about God is hard 
for you to hang onto during the hard places of your life? 



Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial 
when it comes upon you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to 
you. (1 Peter 4:12) 

Peter makes a startling claim that unjust 
suffering is not to come as a surprise. This 
thought runs counter to modern sensibilities 
that consider suffering and hard times to be 
an abnormal state of life that should be 
avoided if at all possible. And if they can’t be 
avoided, they should be dealt with 
expeditiously so that “normal” life can resume 
as quickly as possible...All too often, when 
believers suffer and face hard times, they 
question where God is. Have they displeased 
God? Has God left them to their own 
resources? Is their suffering a sign of God’s 
disfavor or even his anger? Although the 
human heart naturally tends to view suffering 
in that way, Peter’s teaching corrects his 
reader's understanding of their experience. 
First, suffering that comes because one is 
living for Christ should not be a surprise; Jesus’ 
suffering normalized (and dignified) it (v.13). 
And second, the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon the believer who suffers rather 
than sins (v.14-19). For it is only by the power 
of the Spirit that one finds the resolve and 
strength to live an uncompromising life in a 
society that is hostile to one’s fundamental 
convictions and values. One’s willingness to 
suffer rather than compromise indicates the 
inner transformation of the sanctifying work 
of the Spirit that has set one apart as a living 
stone in the spiritual house of God. God has 
not abandoned the Christian who suffers; to 
the contrary, God is powerfully present in the 
experience of suffering for Christ.—Karen 
Jobes, Baker Exegetical Commentary 

MY RESPONSE:  
Read Nehemiah 4:1-5. Nehemiah’s first 
response to opposition was prayer. Have 
each person in your group share one 
challenge that is testing their trust in God. 
Have each group member pray for the person 
on their right. 

Read Nehemiah 4:9-14. Justin pointed out 
that Nehemiah acted wisely in the face of 
opposition. What wise course of action would 
God have you take in response to the 
opposition/challenge you named in the 
previous question?   


