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REFLECTIONS: Whether you’re using SPCC’s reading plan or a different one, 

think about your time hearing and responding to Jesus this week. In your conversa-

tions with Him, describe one thing you felt Him speaking to you about. 

SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTION:  Is there something God spoke to you about 
through Bryce’s message? 

TIME WITH GOD: If you don’t currently having a Bible reading plan, you can    
download “Our Time with God” at spcc.tv/resources 



It’s no secret that a number 

of people are leery of short-

term mission trips. Some 

think it’s money poorly 

invested on joy trips or 

“vacations.” Others say that 

the teams take up too much 

of the missionaries valuable 

time that could be put into 

“real” ministry instead of 

“babysitting” spoiled North 

Americans. My husband, 

Rich, and I weren’t sure what 

the truth was. We had a 

great experience taking our 

group to Ecuador when we 

were youth pastors in the 

United States, and we had 

seen spiritual, intellectual 

and cultural growth in our 

students. They worked side 

by side with the youth from 

Ecuador and treasured the 

bonds they made. But what 

about people in the host 

country? Do they benefit 

from a short-term team 

rolling into town? 

 

-continued 

MY PERSPECTIVE: If you’ve been on a short-term mission 
trip, share a favorite experience. 

DIGGING DEEPER:  
 

What interests you most about going on a short-term 
mission trip? What concerns you most? 

Read Acts 14:19-23 and 15:30-35. Describe some of the 
ways that an SPCC short-term team can bring 
encouragement to the local church and missionaries in a 
foreign field. 



It wasn’t until we had serve as missionaries 
for five years in Peru that we were able to 
answer this question. During our second term 
in Trujillo, we were asked to be part of a 
church-planting team with Chuck and Robbi 
Fanberg. We were excited. We were “hiving 
off” of a large Alliance church, and were 
taking 200 members to help us start this 
church plant. Talk about easy! We bought a 
large home on one of the busiest roads in the 
city to use as a church building. But we 
needed help with construction. How were we 
going to make this huge house a church? The 
congregation was already reaching out to the 
neighborhood, and we were growing by leaps 
and bounds! We needed some help to convert 
the building. Short-term teams started 
arriving in the summer and got right to work. 
They did construction in the morning and 
evangelism in the afternoons. The excitement 
was palpable. The church Body grew as the 
sanctuary became larger and more user-
friendly. Everyone felt ownership and worked 
hard alongside the teams. Friendships were 
forged. If you took a poll of our church 
members today, they would all have 
something wonderful to say about short-term 
missions. Some became Christians because 
these teams visited them; some learned more 
about God’s love and power through the team 
members’ testimonies and many jobless men 
in our church were hired with funds from 
these teams to help build the church.—Elisa 
Brown, Alliance Life Magazine 
 
 

 

MY RESPONSE:  
 

Read Romans 10:13-15. We all have a part to 
play in reaching the world for Christ. What 
part is God calling you to play? 

 


