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A Broken Prayer 
October 6 & 7  //  Jim Johnson 



REFLECTIONS: Whether you’re using SPCC’s reading plan or a different one, 
think about your time this week hearing and responding to Jesus . As you journaled 
your conversations with Him, describe one thing you felt Him speaking to you 
about? 

SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTION:  Is there something God impressed on your 
heart through Jim’s message this weekend? Did you have any questions? 

TIME WITH GOD: If you don’t currently having a Bible reading plan, you can    
download “Our Time with God” at spcc.tv/resources 



Nehemiah’s conversation 

with Hanani in verses 1-4 

took place between mid-

November and mid-

December, 446 BC. 

Nehemiah’s approach to the 

king in chapter 2 took place 

in the following March/April 

445 (4-6 months later).  “As 

soon as I heard these words, 

I sat down and wept and 

mourned for days, and I 

continued fasting and 

praying before the God of 

heaven. Nehemiah persisted 

in prayer  for months over 

this situation. Given 

Nehemiah’s natural bent for 

swift, decisive action, his 

behavior here is remarkable. 

It shows where his priorities 

lay. 

MY PERSPECTIVE: Is there someone whose prayer life 
you admire? If so, describe why. 

DIGGING DEEPER:  
As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and 
mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying 
before the God of heaven. (Nehemiah 1:4) 
 

Read the following verses: Luke 18:1-8 & James 5:16-18. 
Describe some reasons it can be hard to persist in prayer 
for something? Does the pattern of your prayer life tend to 
lean toward giving up, or perseverance? Describe. 

Read the following verses: Nehemiah 1:5; Daniel 9:4; 
Matthew 6:9. Describe some ways our attitudes and 
perspectives are affected when we begin our prayers 
with worship.  



Nehemiah 1:5-11: Perhaps the most crucial 
theological part of this prayer, for Nehemiah 
and also for us, is that it holds God to God’s 
promises. From Nehemiah’s point of view, 
Israel had not been restored out of its exile 
into its homeland…Nehemiah reminds God 
that the “outcasts,” who should be restored 
and of whom Moses had spoken, are the 
servants of God. More than that, they are the 
very people whom God had won through the 
saving and warlike deeds of the exodus…
Nehemiah wanted God to continue as 
redeemer and fulfill the promise. Holding God 
to God’s promises is a way of describing how 
we do not fail or lose heart or faith in bleak 
situations. God does not need to be reminded 
of promises, but we need to remind ourselves 
that God’s promises are true, all evidence to 
the contrary notwithstanding. It would be 
demeaning to God’s reputation to imagine 
that God could be persuaded by a catalog of 
human arguments, not matter how long and 
eloquent. But God is not the only one who 
needs to be convinced. Through this recitation 
of benefactions, Nehemiah reminds the 
readers of his memoir of the character of the 
God who supports them. The doubting reader 
can be made strong and faithful again. 
Readers are implicitly urged to join the chorus 
of those who love God, who keep God’s 
commands, and who delight to revere God’s 
name. Trust is always accompanied by 
transformation and personal renewal, which 
results in newness of life and in worship that 
celebrates and declares God’s name. – New 
Interpreter’s Bible Commentary, Nehemiah 

MY RESPONSE:  
 

Think about your prayer life. In what ways is 
Scripture currently a part of your prayers? Is 
there promise God has made that you’re 
currently eager to see accomplished in your 
life? If so, describe.   

 
Jim described 4 aspects of our praying: 
Worship, Confession, Scripture, and Request. 
Is there one that you particularly want to see 
yourself grow in this year? Describe a step 
you can take in that direction. 


