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REFLECTIONS: Whether you’re using SPCC’s reading plan or a different one, 

think about your time hearing and responding to Jesus this week. In your conversa-

tions with Him, describe one thing you felt Him speaking to you about. 

SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTION:  What stood out to you in Jim’s message this 
weekend? Did you have any questions? 

TIME WITH GOD: If you don’t currently having a Bible reading plan, you can    
download “Our Time with God” at spcc.tv/resources 



There are some things God 

hates. One thing God hates is 

injustice. He hates deceit. I live 

on stolen ground. The first 

settlers took the land from the 

Cowichan people and never paid 

for it, even though British law 

required it...God asks us to do 

justly now. I spoke recently at 

an event called The Gathering, a 

conference for First Nations 

Christians. A few of us white 

folks were invited to come 

along. It was refreshing to 

worship alongside Cowichan 

and Cree, Sioux and Lakota, 

Pennelekut and Squamish, 

Ojibwa and Carrier, and many 

more...I spoke and confessed 

that I was part of a people who 

have done what God hates. I 

said I was prayerfully struggling 

to know what to do next, how to 

undo what had been done, but I 

was committed to finding out. 

Right after I spoke, a First 

Nations woman from the 

Cowichan tribe told her story of 

being physically and sexually 

abused as a child in a nearby 

Residential School. She spoke 

without bitterness or 

accusation. In fact, she told her 

story so that she could tell the 

story of her joy: how Christ was 

redeeming and reclaiming and 

healing her in body, mind, and 

spirit…(cont.) 

MY PERSPECTIVE: What is one are of injustice that you 
are troubled about? Why is it important to you? 

DIGGING DEEPER: Read Acts 6:1-7. From this passage, 
describe the injustice happening in the early church. In your 
opinion, what was the root of the problem?  

Righteous anger is a godly response to injustice. Read the 
following verses: Nehemiah 5:6-13; Mark 3:106; John 2:13-
17. What motivations were behind these examples of 
righteous anger? Can you describe some examples of 
righteous anger in the church today? 



But the room was heavy when she finished. Lisa, 
the white pastor, got up. She was overcome with 
emotion and said she was sorry, “I’m not 
apologizing because I was involved in what 
happened to you,” she said. “I’m apologizing 
because I wasn’t involved.” That hit me hard. I 
spent most of my life blithely ignorant of what has 
been termed the Canadian Holocaust—the forced 
reeducation of several generations of First Nations 
children in conditions under which thousands died 
of disease, malnutrition, and abuse, and through 
which their First Nations culture, language, and 
heritage were systematically and brutally 
eradicated. And when I did become aware of it, I 
spent many years blaming “others” for it and 
wishing “others” would do something about it. 
Christian prayers of confession include both sins of 
commission and sins of omission—the evil we’ve 
done, and the good we’ve left undone...So I 
welcomed what Pastor Lisa said next: “If you are a 
white person and you want to join me in 
apologizing, I ask simply that you stand.” I stood. 
All the white people stood. But we were completely 
unprepared for what happened next: all the First 
Nations people began to weep. And then their 
weeping turned into sobbing. And then their 
sobbing turned into wailing. It pierced me. I felt the 
shame of all the ways I, though not involved 
personally, had been personally uninvolved. 
Indifferent. Not wanting to know and, once 
knowing, just wishing they’d “get over it.” The 
wailing continued, got deeper, got louder. Just 
when I could not bear it another second, an older 
First Nations woman, chief of her tribe, came up to 
the front, and said, “I do not want those of you 
who are standing to bear the weight of this. I 
forgive you. On behalf of my people, we forgive 
you. The way all those people embraced me 
afterward, I knew they meant it. I have learned 
something as I have walked alongside my First 
nations friends. I have learned why God hates 
injustice. It kills, steals and destroys. These are all 
the works of the “thief.” It’s the devil’s own, 
according to Jesus. And so injustice cannot coexist 
with God. It’s the one thing he asks us to clean up. 
May our churches have the courage to do this.—
Mark Buchanan, Your Church is Too Safe 

MY RESPONSE:  
Nehemiah didn’t just point out problems, he lived 
out the solution. “Even their servants lorded it over 
the people. But I did not do so, because of the fear 
of God”…(Neh. 5:15) 

 
Nehemiah set an example for the people by 
serving instead of exploiting. Describe one 
way you are setting an example by putting 
other’s needs ahead of your own.  

Describe a time that you took advantage of 
someone else to pursue your own agenda. 
Are there wrongs you have committed that 
you need to make right? If so, what step 
would God have you take? 


